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A b s t r a c t

An analytical description of the strength of singularity at the tip of an orthotropic
wedge embedded into an infinite two-dimensional elastic orthotropic body was considered.
The considerations were restricted to the wedges symmetrically oriented with respect to
the axes of orthotropy. Mixed boundary value conditions were assumed, continuity of both,
tractions and displacements at the interfaces were demanded. Only singularities of the type
r-l, where l is a real number corresponding to finite elastic energy in the vicinity of the
wedge tip (0 £ l £ 1), were taken into considerations.

The order of singularity l changes with the wedge opening angle j. Relations l � j
for different sets of elastic constants have been studied.

For the case of nearly isotropic materials, two modes of stress distribution with differ-
ent values of l: symmetric and skew-symmetric were found. The quantitative results
roughly repeated those obtained by the authors for isotropic materials where the symme-
tries of solutions were assumed in advance.
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S t r e s z c z e n i e

Rozwa¿ano opis analityczny rzêdu osobliwo�ci w otoczeniu wierzcho³ka ortotropowego
klina zanurzonego w skoñczonym dwuwymiarowym ortotropowym ciele sprê¿ystym. Roz-
patrzono przypadek klina symetrycznego zorientowanego zgodnie z osiami ortotropii. Mie-
szane warunki brzegowe narzucaj¹ ci¹g³o�æ naprê¿eñ i przemieszczeñ na p³aszczyznach
podzia³u. Ograniczono siê do rozwa¿añ rzêdu osobliwo�ci r-l, odpowiadaj¹cego skoñczonej
warto�ci energii sprê¿ystej w otoczeniu wierzcho³ka klina (0 £ l £ 1).

Rz¹d osobliwo�ci l zmienia siê ze zmian¹ k¹ta rozwarcia klina. Zbadano przebiegi
zmienno�ci l przy ró¿nych kombinacjach sta³ych sprê¿ystych.

Dla przypadku prawie izotropowego wykryto dwa rozk³ady naprê¿eñ z ró¿nymi warto-
�ciami l: symetryczne i antysymetryczne. Wyniki ilo�ciowe s¹ bliskie otrzymanym przez
autorów dla materia³ów izotropowych, gdzie symetria pól naprê¿eñ by³a za³o¿ona z góry.

Introduction

The problems of the application of the results of considerations of the
singularities at the tips of notches, wedges and cracks in computations, as
well as their theoretical importance, have been discussed by numerous au-
thors (NOWACKI 1970), (SEWERYN 1997). Thus this matter will not be discussed
in the present paper.

ATKINSON (1997), BLANCO, MARINEZ-ESANOLA and ATKINSON (1998) and WIL-
LIAMS (1952) describe the problems related to stress singularities in the the-
ory of elasticity. Particularly, the elastic stress field near the tip of a sharp
angular notch is singular with singularity weaker than that of a crack, that

is, the stresses behave like λσ −≈ r , with 
2
1

0 << λ , where r is measured

from the notch tip. In isotropic materials, the stress exponent l depends
only on the notch angle; see for example, WILLIAMS (1952), ATKINSON et al.
(1988). However, in the case of anisotropic materials, the severity of stress
singularity is also dependent upon the properties of the material. For exam-
ple, BOGY (1968), HEINZELMANN et al. (1994) and BUSH et al (1994) have develo-
ped asymptotic methods for angular notches in orthotropic materials, which
show a dependence on elastic constants. SEWERYN and MOLSKI (1996) conside-
red elastic stress singularities and generalised stress intensity factors for
angular corners under various boundary conditions. BLINOWSKI and ROGACZEW-
SKI (2000) have confined their attention to the cases when the axis of sym-
metry of the infinite notch coincides with the axis of orthotropy. BLINOWSKI

and WIEROMIEJ (2004) considered the case of mixed boundary conditions for
the stress field at the tip of an isotropic wedge embedded in an isotropic
medium.

In this paper we shall consider a general case of an orthotropic wedge
embedded in an orthotropic medium. In the foregoing sections we shall brie-
fly sketch the way leading to analytic self-similar solutions in polar co-ordi-
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nates. We shall also show how to choose the solutions which fulfill the im-
posed boundary value conditions at contact planes.

In the present Part One we shall confine our attention to the cases
when the axis of symmetry of an infinite wedge coincides with the axes of
orthotropy in both materials.

We shall take into consideration only the singularities giving rise to
finite elastic energy in the vicinity of a sharp corner, i.e. we shall discuss

only the values of l from the interval 






2
1

0, . For the time being we shall

disregard also possible complex values of l generating oscillatory solutions
of the frequency growing to infinity in the vicinity of the tip.

All these problems, however, can be important for practical computa-
tions, particularly if a small plastic zone is expected around the tip. Never-
theless, we shall postpone all the considerations on these topics to the fore-
going second part of the present paper.

Basic relations

An analytic description of the strength of singularity will be based on
the concept proposed by BLINOWSKI and OSTROWSKA-MACIEJEWSKA (1995), who
used a displacement function, helpful in the case of kinematical and mixed
boundary value conditions.

Thus we introduce a function ( )21 xxG ,  such that the displacement fields

( )211 xxu , , ( )212 xxu  in the Cartesian co-ordinates { }21 xx ,  associated with
the axes of orthotropy can be expressed as follows:
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where the comma denotes a partial derivative with respect to the Cartesian
co-ordinates mentioned above.

21 EE , � denote Young moduli,

321 γγγ ,, � dimensionless elastic constants, fulfilling the following rela-
tions:
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where v12 is a Poisson ratio,
µ denote a shear modulus.

In the case of isotropic materials we have 121 == γγ , νγ += 12
3 .

The displacement function ( )21 xxG ,  and the Airy stress function

( )21 xx ,Φ  are related to each other with the following relation:

( ) ( )122121 ,
,, xxGxx =Φ (2)

Both functions ( )21 xxG ,  and ( )21 xx ,Φ  in the Cartesian co-ordinates

{ }21 xx , , fulfill the following differential equation:

( ) ,,,, 01111
2
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(compare (2.9) in (5)). This equation can be rewritten in the following form:
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Thus, obviously any differentiable function of any of the following complex
variables:

2212221221112111 xixxixxixxix γξγξγξγξ −=+=−=+= ,,, (5)

satisfies Eq. (3)
For the case under consideration we can look for the following real

displacement function ( )21 xxG , :
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and 2121 BBAA ,,,  are arbitrary real numbers.

For the Airy stress function one obtains readily:
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The stress fields can be expressed as follows:
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In the polar co-ordinate system { }ϕ,r  associated with the observer fra-
me axes, we can write the following expressions for the stress values at
radial planes:
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where j is an angular co-ordinate, constant along the chosen plane,
y denote the angle between the axis of the material orthotropy and the
axis of the observer frame (Compare Fig. 1).

Substituting relations (8), (9) and (10) into (11) one obtains the following
expressions for radial, angular and tangent stresses:
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Fig. 1. General scheme of the material orientation:

−},{ 21 xx material co-ordinates associated with the orthotropy axes,

−},{ 21 yy observer Cartesian frame
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where variables 2211 ξξξξ ,,,  assume the following values:
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Powers λ−4  of the complex variables at expressions for the function

( )21 xxG ,  generate singularity λ−r  in the stress fields.

Substituting the expressions like
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Substituting expressions (16) into (14) and making use of the relation:
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Using relations (1), one can write the Cartesian expressions for displa-
cement fields in the following form:
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Displacement fields in the polar co-ordinates ( )θ,r  can be expressed in
Cartesian terms as follows.
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Substituting expressions (22) into (21) and using the relation (16) one
can write expressions for displacements in the polar co-ordinates as follows:
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Formulation of the boundary value problem

As already mentioned, in the present paper we shall focus our attention
on the mixed boundary value problem assuming continuity of displacement
field, as well as the normal and tangential stresses at interfaces of an or-
thotropic wedge embedded in an orthotropic medium. We shall consider ca-
ses when the axis of symmetry of an infinite wedge coincides with the axes
of orthotropy. All quantities in the domain of the first material will be noted
with the Roman number one (I), while for the other material the Roman
number two (II) will be used (Fig. 2).

A complete set of boundary value conditions must be taken as follows:
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Conditions (25) and relations (18), (20), (25) generate the following ho-
mogenous system of eight equations for determination of the unknown mul-
tipliers .,,,,,,, IIIIIIIIIIII BABABABA 22112211

0=xA (26)
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Fig. 2. Orientation of the orthotropic wedge embedded in the orthotropic medium with

respect to the observer frame axes  },{ 21 yy
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Regarding the terms of the matrix A � see Appendix.
For numerical calculations, the values of Young moduli and g1 constants

were assumed to be known for both materials, the remaining material con-
stants were calculated as follows:

1

2

1

2 γ
γ

E
E

= (27)

( )
2

2
2

2
1

213
γγ

γγγ
+

+= k (28)

where 10 ≤≤ k  is a material constant1. Its value must be independently
assumed.

Values of l are to be determined from the condition

0=Adet (29)

The calculated numeric values of l can be then substituted into appro-
priate expressions for the components of the matrix A, and their numeric
values, corresponding to subsequent values of l, can be calculated. Using
a standard procedure for determining eigenvectors of the matrix A corre-
sponding to null eigenvalues, one can find components of normalised vec-
tors x representing the sets of unknown multipliers

.,,,,,,, IIIIIIIIIIII BABABABA 22112211

Preliminary results and conclusions

Plots showing the change of the order of singularity l versus the wedge
opening angle j, for both symmetric and skew-symmetric cases and for dif-
ferent values of the elastic constants are shown in Figs. 4�8.

In Figs. 4 and 5 one can see the case of nearly isotropic materials. The
results are quite similar to those obtained by the BLINOWSKI and WIEREMIEJ

(2004) for the isotropic case (cf. Fig. 3.) Let us note, however, that in the
present case the symmetry and skew symmetry of stress fields were obta-
ined as a result of the imposed general boundary conditions, while in (BLI-
NOWSKI, WIEROMIEJ 2004) the symmetries were assumed in advance.

1It is not difficult to notice that: if 012 >ν   then ( )222
2
3

2
2

2
1 2 γγγγγ +≤≤+ , thus

2
2

2
1

2
2

2
1

2
3 22 γγγγγ k+−=
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Fig. 3. Isotropic materials, the order of singularity l versus the opening angle j  (symmetric

case) for 101 == III EE ,   (solid curve) and for  1001 == III EE ,  (dashed curve)

equal Poisson ratio for both materials  
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Fig. 4. Order of singularity  versus the opening angle j  (symmetric mode):

solid curve: for the Young moduli of the first material 090110 21 .,. == II EE  and

911 21 == IIII EE , , for the other material.

dashed curve:  090110 21 .,. == II EE  for the first and 9011 21 .,. == IIII EE  for the

other material, dimensionless constants: 2111 .== III γγ , 50.== III kk
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Quite an interesting case is shown in Figs. 6�8, where the wedge is

made of the same material as the matrix merely rotated by 
2
π

. One can

see two symmetric results and one skew-symmetric one for the ratio of
Young moduli 21 EE /  equal to 100. For a lower ratio 1021 =EE /  only
symmetric solutions can be observed.
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Fig. 5. Order of singularity l versus the opening angle j  for the skew-symmetric mode and
the same materials as in Fig. 4
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Fig. 6. Order of singularity l versus the opening angle j for 1100 21 == II EE ,  and

1001 21 == IIII EE ,  (solid and dashed line for both symmetric modes): 2111 .== III γγ

and  50.== III kk
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Fig. 7. The same situation as in Fig 6 for lower moduli 110 21 == II EE ,  and

101 21 == IIII EE ,  , 2111 .== III γγ  , 50.== III kk
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Fig. 8. Order of singularity l versus the opening angle j, the skew-symmetric mode for the
same materials as in Fig. 6

The last statement does not remain valid for different values of dimen-

sionless constantans, e.g. taking 5011 .== III γγ , 10.== III kk  one obtains

skew-symmetric solutions both for 1021 =EE / and  10021 =EE / .

Thus, one can see that the method applied by the authors to simple
cases of the problem yields reasonable and expected results compatible with
the earlier results for the isotropic case. Some results are qualitatively new,
e.g. the presence in multiple symmetric solutions.
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More detailed studies of the subject, including the investigations of the
cases of arbitrary symmetry, need some refinements in the formulation of
boundary conditions and will be postponed to Part Two of the present paper.
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Appendix
For reference, we shall expose here explicit expressions for the compo-

nents of the matrix A. For the sake of brevity we shall subdivide the matrix
into four square submatrices, as follows:
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

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43

21
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For the submatrix  A1 one can write:
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The elements of the remaining submatrices can be obtained easily by
the following modifications of the matrix A1:

� For the matrix A2 the variables IE III
21 γγψ ,,  should be replaced with IIE

IIIIII
21 γγψ ,,   and the signs of all terms should be changed,

� The matrix A3 can be obtained from A1 by replacing the variable III,ϕ  with

πϕ 2+III, ,

� For A4 one should replace the variable III,ϕ  with III,ϕ  in A2.


