
GHOSTWRITING — 
confirmation procedure originality of scientific publications  

in the journal „Przegląd Wschodnioeuropejski” 

Reliability in science is one of its qualitative foundations. Readers should be sure that the 
authors of the publication present the results of scientific work transparently, regardless 
of whether they are its direct authors or have used the help of another person. The evi-
dence of the ethical attitude of the researcher and high editorial standards should be the 
openness of information about the persons involved in the publication. This is a manifes-
tation of not only good manners, but also social responsibility. 

Opposite examples are “ghostwriting” and “guest authorship”. We deal with the 
phenomenon of “ghostwriting” when someone has made a significant contribution to 
the creation of a publication without disclosing their participation as one of the authors. 
We deal with the phenomenon of “guest authorship” when the author’s participation is 
insignificant or did not take place at all, but nevertheless he is declared as the author or 
co-author of the publication. To counteract such cases, the editorial staff of the journal 
“Przegląd Wschodnioeuropejski” introduced the appropriate procedures specific to the 
humanities: 

1. The editorial board asks the authors of the publication to openly declare the con-
tribution of individual authors. 

2. The editorial office on its website explains that the phenomena of “ghostwriting” 
and “guest authorship” are unacceptable as manifestations of scientific misconduct, that 
all cases found will be exposed, including notification of the relevant organizations. 

3. Editors may request information on contributions from research institutes, asso-
ciations and other organizations. 

4. Editors document all manifestations of illegal scientific behavior, especially viola-
tion and violation of ethical rules in force in science. 

Detailed rules of originality applied by the editors are described on the COPE (Com-
mittee of Publications Ethics) website: 

http://publicationethics.org/files/Code_of_conduct_for_journal_editors_Mar11.pdf 
The contents of this document can be found in attachment: CODE OF CONDUCT 

AND BEST PRACTICE GUIDELINES FOR JOURNAL EDITORS. 


